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Prof Manmohan Chaudhary (MMC) joined the EE Dept in 1967 and took over as the head of 
TVC in the early 1970s. During his tenure the TVC received national recognition, getting the 
contract for the production of the SITE educational series and providing coverage of the 
AICC meeting in Chandigarh. The SITE documentaries were broadcast to more than 2,400 
villages all over India. The movie ‘ATOMS’ directed by MMC and eventually produced by the 
Films Division received awards at several international film festivals, including the Cup of 
Rome in 1975. 


For the Cultural Festival Quiz Competition, MMC came up with the idea of a Quiz Bowl -- to 
be telecast from TVC to the halls. The popularity of this event ensured that it continued for 
several years even after he had left IITK in 1976. Among his other contributions to IITK, 


MMC also started the Le Montage film society. 


(Picture Credit: the IITK archives) 
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One of the most important non-academic events at IIT Kanpur during the early 1970’s, and 
probably ever since, was the Cultural Festival, where students from top universities in India 
participated to compete in various intellectual and cultural activities. One such event was the 
TV Quiz competition. 


IIT Kanpur could host a TV quiz competition because it was the only campus which had TV 
transmission in India those days. IIT Kanpur had the first cable TV network in India. It had a 
fairly well-equipped TV studio, a transmission facility, and the capability to broadcast live to 
TV sets installed in all the hostels and in other strategic locations around the campus. 


The energetic person who headed the TV Centre was Prof Manmohan Chaudhary. Even 
though Prof. Chaudhury was a man of science he had keen interest in graphics, arts, films and 
creation of educational content. He nurtured the TV centre with volunteers from the faculty 
and students. The Television Centre was a pride of the campus. 


One CRT valve television receiver was kept near the quadrangle of each hostel. The viewing 
was very much like the outdoor film shows. Even though the production and transmission 
equipment were of better quality, the TV sets in the hostels had much to be desired. They 
were of the earliest vintage and often malfunctioned. When the cables were not eaten by rats, 
the most common problem was that of picture synchronisation. Often the picture would tear 
or roll, and every hostel had someone with fine golden fingers who would disappear behind 
the TV set to tweak the knobs without getting electrocuted. As the crowd prompted 
directions, which sounded more like instructions to a visually impaired car driver, the 
quadrangle burst into loud cheer when the picture finally locked. It was like winning the 
Olympic 100 m sprint. Many a times no amount of twiddling helped, and a hard bang on the 
cabinet would set everything right. This is how TV was viewed in the early 70s. 


Prof. Chaudhary hosted the Cultural Festival quiz. He set the questions and made it rather 
tough. The quiz was broadcast live throughout the campus, and was enjoyed and appreciated 
by the visitors and residents alike. After few years, a suspicious trend seemed to have 
emerged, as the IITK team would always be one of the winners, if not bagging the 1“ prize. 
This cast some doubts on IITK for being partial towards its own quizzers. Later, in the dark 
corridors of the hostels, murmurs were heard that some of the IITK quizzers realised that 
Prof. Chaudhary set the questions from the books he used to borrow from the library a few 
months prior to the competition. The IITTK team studied these books and would crack the 
quiz. 


Prof. Chaudhary was a film buff too. He formed a film club in the campus called Le Montage. 
The members included the faculty and the students. Various international films of repute were 
screened. Many students joined the film club hoping to see foreign films which otherwise 
would not find normal theatre release, other than at film festivals, which raised the hopes of 
the ‘arty’ types. 


So interested was Prof. Chaudhary in films, that many years after he had left Kanpur after 
retiring, he started a film club in Gurgaon. The last time I met him was in a mall in Gurgaon, 
and he asked me if I would be interested in joining the club. This must have been in 2012 or 
early 2013 and he passed away in August 2013. 
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This sketch is a snapshot of a very kind and friendly man, depicting the dedication he had for 
the TV Centre, as a Quiz master and a film buff. He was always very immaculately dressed, 
wearing buttoned shirts with pocket flaps and sporting his watch on his right hand. 





MMC conducting the Quiz Bowl final of 1974. The popularity of this event ensured that it 
continued for several years even after he had left IITK in1976. 
Picture has been scanned from This Bit of That India, the photo yearbook of 1975. 
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Dr. V. K. Deshpande (Physics) took over the role of conducting the event after MMC left IITK. 
The last college bowl in the TVC was in 1978. After that we moved to getting professional 
quizmasters to conduct the final in L-7. (Picture Credit: Shirish Joshi) 


About the author: 


While others sat in lectures and took notes, Angshu Das (BT EE 1970-75), filled his 
notebooks with sketches and cartoons, many of which appear in the 1975 photo book This Bit 
of That India. Inspired by the works of Mario Miranda, these sketches include an incredible 
level of detail, as can be seen in this sketch as well as in the iconic tempo cartoon that has 
featured twice as our group cover photo. Every character drawn here has a background, 
including the rat and the owl. 


Angshu was an active participant in Cultural Festivals and a frequent visitor to the TVC 
where he made several audio recordings. His career took him to Minsk, in what is now 
Belarus, but in the 70s was behind the Iron Curtain and part of the Soviet Union. He also 
spent several years in Scotland. Most of his career has been in India where he was a key 
player in provisioning the infrastructure for broadcasting in the cable TV industry. In this 
role, he had continued to interact with Prof Chaudhary both as a customer and a friend. 


Angshu lives with his wife Krishna in Gurgaon. 


